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THO MAS WOOLSTON, B. D. 
ometime FELLOW of Sidney College in 0 ant bri age, | 4 


| On 1 UESDAT the Fourth of MARCH, 1729. 4 
At the Court of K ing's-Bench, in Guildhal, _ 


On Four ſeveral 


INFORMATIONS 


5 5 FOR 


Aeg; Printing Publiſhing Four been Books, On On the 
Miracles of Our Saviour ; with the Oblervations of the Coun 1 
cil thereupon. 
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THOMAS WOOLSTON, B. D. 


: H BE Jury being Sworn to try this Iflue, between Our Sovereign Lord the King 
and Thomas Woolſton, Defendant. The Council for the King opened the Caſe to 


| bridge, had wrote a Wicked and Blaſphemous Book, which he cauſed to be 
eur Saviour, &c. Inſinuating, That the Miracles done hy Feſus Chriſt, might be done by 


tempt, the Life and Doctrines of Our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. That he was once 
eſteem'd as a Learned Gentleman, and a Clergyman, but thioking his Learning too great 


Cenſure of all good Chriſtians, ſtating Our Saviour's Miracles as Romances, idle Tales 
| and Rodomantadoes, and not an Evidence of his Divinity, but vile Abſurdities, Incoheren. 
5 and Contradictions; and that notwithſtanding the Defendant now maintains ſuch 


.pretended to believe the Scriptures, containing the Miracles of Our Saviour, as they are 
believed by all True Chriſtians, | | | | | 


Savidvr':. ompared to a Conjurer, Magician and Im poſtor, and the Holy Goſpel, es wrote 
by che Bleſſed Evangeliſts, turn'd into Ridicule and Ludicrous Banter, the Literal Scope 
and M.aning wreſted, and the Whole repreſented as idle Romance and Fiction; and to 

ſer ve is pur poſe in this Blaſphemous Piece, he has quoted St. Auſtin as encouraging his 


Faried from the Meaning and Words of the Latin, which he has placed in the Margin; 

ig be ſay, St. Auſtin ſaid, The Works of Jeſus might have been performed by Magick Art, 
Auſtin ſays, Infidels might ſuggeſt ſuch a Thing. | 
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the Court, That Thomas Woolſt on, ſometime Fellow of Sidney College in Cam- 
Printed and Publiſhed, on the Firſt of May laſt, Intituled, A Diſcourſe on the Miracles of 


the Power of Magick Art, to the Scandal of Our Holy Religion, and bringing into Con- 


for him to remain unconſider'd, he fell into a Crime, which juſtly expoſes him to the 


laſphemous Notions, he once enter'd into Orders, and conſequently believed them, or 
The King's Attorney.Generalithen took Notice to the Court and Jury, That this was 


the moſt Blaſphemous Book that ever was Publiſh'd in any Age whatſoever, in which Our 


Notions, as if that Father had ſaid, The Works which Jeſus did, might have been done by MA. 
gick Art; but as he had miſtranſlated the very Quotation he cites, it was preſumed he did 
it chiefly to impoſe upon the World, ſince. he being a. Man of Learning, muſt know he 


** Mr. 


| Poſſeſs'd, and permitting them to enter into the Herd of Swine, which thereupon rag 


(3) 

Mr. Tuskin depoſed, That he bought this Firſt Book, On the Miracles of eur Saviour, of 
Mr. Thomas Woolſton, on the Second of May laſt, at his Houſein the Old- Jury, for which he 
gave him One Shilling, | = EE 

Mr, Birch, the Counceller for the Defendant, ſaid, He ſhould not diſpute that Mr. 7 
Weolſton did not publiſh this Book, but he could not agree it was done with a Blaſphe- 
mous Intent, to bring Our Religion into Contempt, but to put Our Religion upon a bet- % 
ter Footing, and ſhew, That the Miracles of Our Saviour were to be underſtood in a Me. 

taphorical Senſe, and not as they were Literally Written; but this was anſwer'd, If Mr? 

Woolſton's Intent was to do ſo, he would not have turn'd the Miracles of Our Saviour into ü 
Ridicule, and proceeded in ſo Ludicrous a Manner, as he has done, but to have ende. 
vour'd to prove, They were not to he taken as they are Litterally Wrote, by a Seriqus 
Diſcourſe, and Sound Argument, The Councellor for the Defendant, ſaid, There were 
ſeveral Paſſages in this Book, which ſhew'd the Author had no Intent to bring Our Reli- 
gion into Diſgrace, and thoſe Paſſages being read, would ſhow, as he ſaid before, It was 
only to put Our Religion upon a better Footing, by diſcovering the Parts which are Al- 
legorical ; but here he was again anſwer'd, That what he had wrote, was too plain to be 
miſunderſtood and if the Author of a Treaſonable Libe), ſhould write at the Concluſion, 

God ſave the King, it would not excuſe him. | e 
Part of this Firſt Book heing read, it -appear'd, That his Frſt Piece of Falſe Reaſon- 


) 


| ing, or rather Impious Ribaldry, was upon Our Saviowi's Driving out thoſe who bought | | 


and ſold Doves in the Temple, and he there tells you, That he has read in ſome Modern 
Author, whoſe Name does not occur to his Memory, That it was, in his Opinion, the 
| moſt ſtupendous Miracle that Jeſus wrought, and in Truth, ſays he, it was a moſt aſto. + 
niſhingOne, if Literally True, and Jeſus muſt appear more than a Man, he muſt put on 
an awful and moſt Majeſtick Countenance to effect it, It is hard, ſays he, How any one 
in the Form of a Man, and of adeſpiſed one too, (and we don't read thai Feſus chang'd his 
Humane Shape,) witha Whipin his Hand, could execute ſuch a Work, upon a great 
| Multitude of People, who were none of his Diſciples, nor had any Regard for him, ſup- 


1 poſing (ſays he) he could by his Divine Power, infuſe a Panick Fear into the People, yet 


what was the Reaſon he Was ſo eaten up with Zea), againſt the Profanatioqwtthat 
Houſe, which he himſelf came to deſtroy, and which he permitted, I may ſay eenmands 3 
ed to be filthily polluted not long after. He then endeavours to prove, by the Aue 
rity of the Fathers, that this is an Allegory, and concludes the Obſervation with avec 
tives and Inſinuatione, againſt our Clergy, as if he would maliciouſly bring into Contempt 
a Body of Men, of which he is not worthy to be a Member. | - 4 
He next falls upon that Miracle of Our Saviour, of his caſting the Devils out of the. 


down a Precipice, and were all choak'd in the Sea. 


To Exorciſe, or caſt out Devils out of the Poſſeſsd (ſays he) without conſidering be 5 
Nature of ſuch a Poſſeſſion, or the Nature and Power of the Devil, we'll allow to be nok 
only a kind and beneficent Act, but a great Miracle; and then, be the Miracle as great 880 


as can be imagin'd, it is no more than what falſe Teachers, Workers of laiquity, and aa ; 
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ſome Artiſts among the Few; have done before; conſequently (ſays he) ſuch a Work of _ 
Exorciſm, in our Saviour, could be no proof of his Divine Authority. And if there was hag 
no more to be ſaid againſt this Miracle, this is enough to ſet it = (1de,and to ſpoil the Argu. For 
ment of Feſus's Divine, Power from it; but he ſays, there are many Circumſtances in the r 
Story, literally conſider'd, that would induce us to call the Truta of the Whole into Que. Bl: 
ſtion. He then goes to reckon it an Abſurdity, That the Polleſyd ſhould dwell among 
the Tombs, 8c. and would fain inſinuate, That there were no Swine in that Country, | th 
Prophanely making as familiar with the Great Name of Jeu, as if he was a Ticket Por- — 
der, and ſeems to wonder how he eſcaped ſo well, as only being deſired to depart out of f 
their Coaſts, ſaying, If any Exorciſt, in this our Age and Nation, had pretended to expel 3 
the Devil out of one Poſſe ſs'd, and permitted him to enter into a Flock of Sheep, thePeople FR 
would have ſaid that he had bewitch'd both, and our Laws and Judges too, of the laſt £0! 
Age, would have made him to ſwing for it; and this to), he would ſalve as an Allego- 40 
ry but leaving that to Divines, his Impiety and Inſolence is plain, and not Allego- I} — 
11cal. 5 | - I 5 
The next Charge againſt him, in the Information, is his abuſe of that Part of Sacred . *" 
Hiſtory on our Saviour's Transfiguration on the Mount, and this, ſays he, is the darkeſt 
and blindeſt Story of the whole Goſpel, which a Man can make neither Head nor Foot of, 


and he queſtions whether the Heads of any two thinking Doctors can agree about it. To a 
ſay there is nothing in the Letter of this Story, we Believers muſt not, becauſe St. Peter *" 
ſays, he was an Eye-witneſs of Je/us's Majeſty, ſaw his Glory on the Mount, and heard he 
the Voice out of the Cloud; and under pretence of telling how Infidels will be prying in- he 


to Chriſt's Life, he introduces St. Auguſtin, as countenancing his Infidelity, and ſays, That || of 
he owns, that the whole might be perforin'd by Magick Art, and we know, ſays he, That ol 


in theſe our Days, ſome Juglers are ſtrange Artiſts at the Imitation of a Voice, and to l 
make as if it came from afar off, when it is uttei'd cloſe by us, and can caſt themſelves | ſc 


too into different Forms and Shdpes, without a Miracle, to the Surprize and Admiration 
of the Spectators, and will have it, that this Trausfiguration was only the Sun.ſhine in |} ſi 
Jeſus Face, and ſpeaks of Moſes and Elias talking with Jeſus in the Mount, with the utmoſt I 
ludicrous Impiety. ge ee . tv | 1 
The next Miracle which he falls upon, and is in the Charge againſt him, is ſurely the 
moſt Jooſe and extravagant Diſcourfe that ever was wrote by any other Pen than that of | 
the Defendant; it is on our Saviour's turning Water into Wine at the Marriage of Cana 
of Galile, on which his Obſervations are ſo monſtrous and abominable, that the Relation 
will not bear mentioning, the whole being ſumm'd pp tu the Jury, withoot going out, 
they brought him in guilty of Writing, Printing, and Publiſhing the ſaid Book. | 
The Jury were then Sworeagaln, to try this Iſſue between Our Sqvereign Lord the King, 
and Thomas Woelſton, on a Second Book of his, entitled, A Second Diſcourſe on the Miracles of 
our Saviour, &c. for Writiug, Printing and Publiſhing the ſaid Book, containing ludicrious 
Reflections on the Miracles of our Saviour, and vile Inſinuations on the Life and 
Actions of Jeſus Chriſt, which the Council for the King open'd as before; ſhewing, That 
the Defendant Thomas Moolſton, ſometime Fellow of Sidney College in Cambridge, had in a 8 | 
| 2 con 
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ſue of Blood Twelye Years ; he ſeems very Angry with the Evangeliſts for not tel- 
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cond Book, &c. ſet forth thoſe three Miracles of our Siviour, of his healing a Woman 
that wes afflicted with an Iſſve of Blood Twelve Years; of his curing a Woman that la- 
bout'd under an Infirmity- Eighteen Years and of his tehing the Samaritan Woman her- 
Fortune (as he expreſſes it) of having had Five Husbands, and living then in Adultery with 
another Man, as ſo many Abſurdities, Improbabilities and Increcibilities, and this in a 
Blaſphemous and Ludicrous Manner, 8 | tee | 
The Council for the Defendant made the ſame Obſervations as he hid done before, and 


then Mr. Fohn Cuſtin was calld and ſwore, who ſaid, he bought this Second Book of Mr. 
Moolſton for One Shilling, part of the Book being read, ic ſhew'd that Mr. Woolſton ſet © 


forth, that the Miracles of healing all manner of Bodily Diſeaſes, which Feſus was juſtly 
fam'd for, are none of the proper Miracles of the Meſſiah, neither are they ſo much as a. 
good Proof of hi. Divine Authority to found a Religion. 4 
That the literal Propheſy of many of th: Miracles of Jeſus as recorded by the Evangeliſts, 
does imply Abſurdities, Improbabilities and Incredibilities, and conſequently they cither 


in whole, or in part, were never wrote as they are commonly believed now a. days, but are 
only related as prophetical and parabollical Narratives, as would be miſteriouſly and more 


* 


wonder fully done by him. | 8 | | 

. He then ſays, he will conſider what Jeſus means when he appeals to his Miracles, as to 
aTeſtimony and Witneſs of his Divine Authority, and to ſhew that he could not properly 
and ultimately refer to thoſe he then wrought in theFleſh but to thoſe miſtical ones hieb 
he would do in the Spirit, of which thoſe wrote inthe Fleſh, are but Types and Shadows; 
he then ſays,Feſus is ſuppos'd often miraculouſly to cure Lameneſs, but there is noAccount 
of the Nature and Degree of the Lameneſs he cui'd, nor are we certain whetber the Skill 


of a Surgeon or Nature itſelf could not have done the Work without his Help, If, ſays 


he. the Evangeliſt had told us of Men that wanted one or both their Legs (and ſach mi. 
ſerable Objects of Chriſt's Power and Compaſſion, were undoubtedly in thoſe Days as well 
as in ours) and how Jeſus commanded Nature to extend itſelf to the intire Reparation of 

ſuch Defects ; here would haye been ſtupendous Miracles indeed, which no Sceptiſiſm or 

Infidelity it ſelf could have cavill'd at, nor (ſays he) could I, nor the Fathers themſelves 
have told how to Allegoriſe or make Parables of them; but there is no ſuch Miracle Re- 
corded of Chriſt, but as he ſays they-are blindly and lamely reported, and he would treat 
on ſome Subjects, but he would for bear it at preſent, having no inclination to put the 
Clergy quite out of all Temper, for now he has them in a tollerable good Humour for Li- 


berty, and he'll endeavour to keep them in it, and not diſturb them by an haſty and un- 


neceſſary Provocation ; for ſays he, who knows not, that the Clergy, like an untam'd Colt, 
that | have a mind to ride, may be apt to kick and winch, and may give me a fall before 


I come at the end of my journey, to the Diſappointment of my Readers; they ſhall there- 
fore be gently handled and ſtroak'd till they are a little more inur'd to the Bit and Saddle, 

and for their Sakes will I poſtpone ſuch Miracles as are moſt obnoxious to ridieule, and 
at preſent chuſe the Three, that of almoſt any in the Goſpel may be. inoffenſively treated: 


oo „ | | Y 
He then begins with the Miracle of Jeſue's healing a Woman diſeayd with an 1(- 


_— ad 


9 2 oy — — — 96 


| 


| 
$i 


- (6) 
ling the Nature of this Diſtempek, and 1ays, it might be only a little Bleeding at the 
Noſe, or an Evacuation of the Blood by Urine, &c. and Inſinuates as if an Infidel ſhould 


ask the Queſtion, that ſhe was not ſo bad as ſhe pretended, for ſhe preſs'd into theCrowd, 
and that Feſw's curing her might be a Precipitation of her Death, by ſtopping the Effu. 


fron of Blood, which diſcharg'd Nature of her Load of Humours, and brings in a vile 


Compariſon of Moor the Apothecary, whom he prefers to the Evangeliſt ; and will 
have it, that the Woman was Cured by Conceit and Imagination, on her touching the 
Hem of Chriſt's Garment, and from the Words of our Saviour, That Virtue had gone out 


ef Him, Uraws this Blaſphemous lIaference, That Jeſuss Virtne hung very looſe on him; and 


ſuch likewiſe makes a Compariſon of our Saviout's working Miracles, to the Pope's 
three Miracles when he was laſt at Benevento. | | 


The Miracle of our Savioui's healing the Woman, who had ai Infirmity eighteen Years 


and was bowed together, and could in no wiſe lift up her ſelf, &c. he-treats after the ſame 
ludicrous Manner, calling her a drooping, ſtooping, vapouriſh Woman, full of Fancies of 
the Devil's Temptation over her; and, when our Saviour laid his Hands on her, ſhe might 


afterwards be of more chearful Heart, erect Countenance, and freed from the whimſical 
Imagination of being Satan ridden ; take the Devil out of this Story, he ſays, there is no. 


thing in it but a ſimple, melancholly, drooping Woman, and this too, he compares to the 


Pope's exorciſing a Dæmon out of a young Maid at Benevento; if ſays he, this Woman was 


about Fifty or Sixty when ſhe firſt began to Droop, and the Devil got upon her Back, here 
had been Hope for a moſt ſtupendious Miracle, and our Divines might have aſſerted what 
no Body could have contradicted, that Jeſus had made an old Woman not only under the 


Weight of Satan, but under the Burthen of 70 or 80 Years young again, and had reſtor. 


ed her to the Health, Vigour and Beauty of. one of Fifteen, &c. He then comes to the 
Woman of Samaria, and of our Saviour's telling her Fortune; this Story he ſays, he thought 


once to tranſcribe.at length, but he conlider'd it was a long one, and would ſet his Readers 
a Laughing before they came to his Obſervations ; one of which is, that if ſich a brok- 
en eliptical and abſurd Tale had been told of any other Impoſtor in Religion, the Wits 


of our Clergy had been at work to expoſe it plentifully; and indeed ſays he, there's no 
need of much Wit to make this Tale nauſeous and ridiculous to Vulgar Underſtanding ; 


The Samaritans he ſays, expected he would be a Conjurer and Fortune. teller, and wonders 
that theGypſics from this Story, don't account themſelves the genuine Diſciples of Jeſus, 


being indu'd with the like Gifts, and exerciſing no more Arts than he himſelf practisd. 


And the Men of Sycha he ſays, had but little Wit, or they had never ſtirr'd from their 
Homes to ſee ſuch a Fartune-teller upon the Report of a poor Whore, but they had their 
Fortunes told too; but he ſays, there is one Circumſtance that looks very ill upon Jeſus, - 


and is enough to make him ſuſpected for a Cheat, and that js, he ſeems to draw the Wo- 
man in by a Whiff to have her Fortune told, but he can ſay any thing. DS 


The Jury conſider'd this, and found him guilty as before, The Jury then being ſwore | 


again, a third lrformation was pleaded againſt him, for publiſhing, writing, and print- 
ee. | | 


4 ing a Third Book of Our SaViour's curſing the Figtr 


Looking 


eli 


elial Regions, that wanted Refrigeration, or Purgation in theſe Waters. Thus 


| > "EN | 
Looking upon the Letter of this not to be true, he'ſays, this Miracle, npon the bare 
mention of it, appears to be ſuch an abſurd, fooliſh and ridiculous, if not malicious and 
il- natur'd AR in Jeſus, that he Queſtions whether for Folly and Abſurdity itcan be equall'd 
in any Inſtance of the Life of a reputed wiſe Man. ES: | os, 
He tells us Jeſus was Hungry it ſeems, and being diſappointed of Figs, to the Satisfac. 
tion of his Appetite, curs'd the Fig-Tree, and goes on in a Manner as touching, ſaying, 
it was as fooliſhly and paſſionately done, as for another Man to throw the Chairs and 


BStools about the Houſe, becauſe his Dinner is not ready at a critical Time, or before it JF 


could be got ready for him. 


He asks where was Judas his Steward and Caterer with his Bag of Victuals, as well as 
Money, and calls it poor Forecaſt and Management among them, or Jus had never 
truſted to the uncertain Fruits of a Figtree, which he eſpy'd at a Diſtance, for his Break- 
faſt, and proceeds in a Strain enough to chill the Blood of one who has the leaſt Notions - 
of his Saviour, tho? he endeavours to ſalve it up with an Allegory ; but the Council for 


| the King obſerv'd, He could have no good in his Heart, who could let ſuch Expreſſions 


come from under his Hand. = | | | 

The next Miracle of Our Saviour, which he turns into Ridicule, is, Of his Healing 
of a Man of an Infirmi'y of Thirty Eight Years Duration, at the Pool of Betheſda, that 
had five Porches, in which lay a great Number of Impotent Folks, Blind, Halt, and 


1 Witherd, waiting the Troubling of the Waters, vpon the Deſcent of an Angel, who 


gave a Sanative Vertue to them, to the Curing of any one, be his Diſtemper of what kind 
ſoeyer, who firſt ſtepp'd down into them- | | | 
This whole Story, he fays, is what Out Saviour calls a Camel of a monſtrous Size, for 
Abſurdities, Improbabilities, and lncredibilities, which our Divine, and their implicit 
Followers of theſe laſt Ages have ſwallowed without clearing, whilſt they have been 
ſraining at Knots in Theology, and heſitating at frivolous and indifferent Things of the 
Church, of no Conſequence; and here he again proſecutes his Obſervations in a Ludic-- 
rous Manner, as before, and tells ye, The Man's Infirmity was more Lazineſs than Lame- 
neſs, and Feſus only ſhamed him out of his pretended Illneſs, by bidding him to take up 
his Stool and walk off, and not lie any longer like a lazy Lubbard and Diſſembler, among 
the Diſeaſed, who were real Objects of: Pity and Compaſſion. . He then goes on to ſhew 
in his Way, That there was no Coherence between the Hiſto: y wrote by St John, and 
the other Evangeliſts, and ſays, That the beſt Conception that an Impartial Reader of the 
Goſpel can Form of Jeſus, is, That he was a tolerable good Natural Orator, and could 
handſomely Harangue the People off Hand, and was according to the Philoſophy of the 
Times, a good Cabbaliſt ; and his Admirers finding him endow'd with the Gift' of Utter- 
ance, which was thought by them more than Humane, they fancied he muſt have the 
Gift of Healing too, and would have him to exerciſe it, which he did with Succeſs, upon 
the Fancies and Imaginations of many, who nagnity'd hi: Divine Power for it; Then he 
is ſo extravagant and wild, as to tell ye, That the Angel's Deſcent into the Pool, might 
be to-waſh-himſelf, and clear off ſome bodily Defilement, or Heat, contracted in the Ce- 
he di- 
vert» 


4 


- 8) * 
„ reits himſelf with the Hoſt of Heaven, and makes a Jeſt at that which all good Chri- 
lians think of with Awe and Reverence; and its no wonder that he in this Book talks in % 
= an impertinent aad rude Manner to the Right Reverend Father in God the Lord Bilbop 9 
of Litchfield, ſince he can behave in ſo prepoſterous a Manner to Chriſt, who bought him. if - © 
Cbriſt can be ſaid to purchaſe thoſe who make a Mock at bis Life and Miracles. 
Ok this Blaſphemous Book, he was likewiſe found Guilty, both as the Author, Priater, 
= and Publiſher. J 
e had a Fourth Information pleaded againſt him, for Writing, Printing, and Pub- 
© liſhing, a Fourth Book on Our Saviout's Miracles, and this Book appear'd to be more. 
-- Baſe, Vile, and Blaſphemous, than all the Reſt; and he begins with Our Saviour's giy- 1 
ing Sight to the Man who was born Blind, which in hi, Language, was done by The 
Means ofEye-Salve, made of Clay and Spittle; ſometimes, ſays he, we hear of Famouschance 
Doctors, like Jeſus, who by a Gift of God, Nature or Fortune, without any Skill in the - 
Sttucture of the Eyes, have been very ſucceſsful in the Cure of one Diſtemper or other 
Incident to them. MH 
Sir William Read, he tells ye, was no Scholar, yet ye cured his Thouſands of Sore 400 
Blind Eyes, and many of them too, to the Surpriſe and Aſtoniſhment of profeſs'd Surgeons 
and Phyſicians; and he queſtions whether he, or Jeſus eured the greater Number; and 
comparing Feſus further, to Sir William Read, he ſays, That both met with great Numbers 
I which were out of their Power ; 5 but thinking Sir William Read too great a Man to be 
held in Compariſon with Fe/us Chriſt, he again compares him to Moor the Quack Doctor; 
but the farther we go in his Obſer vations, he ſtil] appears the more Blaſphemous; and 
what is till ſurpriſing, this very lafidel, for lach a Man can ſurely Merit no better” Epi. 
thet, would perſwade you, He is a good Chriſtian, and believes in Our Saviour, tho in * 
E. different Manner from all True Believers. N 
Hle then falls again upon the Wedding at Cana in Galilee, and would fain infinnate, That 
| Our Saviour was a Winebibber, or he would not have converted Water into Wine, When 
they had all enough ; and he Impiouſly, and Blaſphemouſty procteds to 10 en ry had 2 | 
Cup in his Head, or he would not have talk'd ſoto his Mother, 
Of this Blaſphemous Book he was likewiſe found Guilty, 
Theſe, and ſuch like Indignities, offer'd to the Holy Jeſus, Our Bleſſed Saviour, the Au 
thour and Foundation of Our Hope, it's hop'd, will tir up all who profeſ Chriſt, and hope 
to be ſaved by his Death and Sufferings for Our Sins, to a lively Zeal for hi:Cauſe, and a 
Deteſtation of thoſe who would bring into Contempt his Holy Goſpel. 4 
© The Laws of God, as was obſerv'd by the Council, are a Part, and the Chief Part of the © // 
Laus of this Kingdom; and if a Man, who ſhould write againſt our ſtated Laws, or but 
do turn them into Burleſque and Ridicule, cannot eſcape with Impunity, what can he ex. |} 
pect, who ſhall ſtrike at the Root of Chriſtianity, and bring intoContempt the Author an 
Finiſher of our Faith. 8 
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